
In This IssueA Monthly Publication from Trinity United Methodist Church, Tallahassee, FL 

Tidings
January 2022 • Volume 49, Number 1

  Community		                  2-10

  Worship		                       11      

The New Year Issue

Covenant Renewal Service.................11

	

When I Hear the 
Call to Justice 

by Dr. Nick Quinton, Director of Discipleship and Adult Ministries

Friends, standing in our tradition with the witness of 
Scripture as my primary reference, I say clearly that our 
sacred worth is not in question. This is where justice 
work starts for me.

I want to share some Scripture 
with you: key texts that help 
frame God’s call to do justice 
for me—Micah 6:8, Genesis 

1:26, and Psalm 139. The witness 
of Scripture is replete with cries for 
justice and God’s call to make it 
so. Each person I know who longs 
for justice and feels it in their call to 
ministry articulates it a bit different-
ly. We are hosting a Lay Academy 
class this upcoming winter term 
to honor how God’s call to justice 
comes to each of us differently in 
Scripture. These Old Testament 

texts are the starting point for me in 
exploring justice in the Bible.

   I feel a particular call to do justice 
as part of my ministry, though if we 
follow the prophet Micah, we learn 
that we all share some responsibility 
to do justice. In Micah 6:8, we hear 
the prophet’s certainty: 

“God has told you, O mortal, 
what is good; and what does 
the Lord require of you, but to 
do justice, to love kindness, and 
to walk humbly with your God.” 
(continued on Page 2) 
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Where I Hear a Call to Justice, continued 
from front page

Most people who feel a distinct calling to do justice will 
reference this verse in particular. It is a succinct re-
minder of what we must do as disciples.

   Defining what justice entails requires a bit more dis-
cernment and work. I start that work in the beginning 
with Genesis 1:26. In this verse, the author reminds us 
that we are made in God’s image. In the United Meth-
odist tradition, we draw on this text as an affirmation 
that everyone, every single human being, has sacred 
worth. We are imbued by our Creator with intrinsic val-
ue in the very beginning. The Psalmist puts this reality 
beautifully in Psalm 139:  

For You formed my inward parts; You covered me 
in my mother’s womb. I will praise You, for I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your 
works, And that my soul knows very well. Psalm 
139: 13-14 NKJV

The whole Psalm is a beautiful testament to the reali-
ty that I am, and we all are, fearfully and wonderfully 
made.

   Friends, standing in our tradition with the witness 

of Scripture as my primary reference, I say clearly 
that our sacred worth is not in question. This is where 
justice work starts for me. We hear messages in soci-
ety that we are not worthy, and worse than messages 
is the precariousness of life for far too many peo-
ple. When we claim everyone has sacred worth and 
we don’t see them treated that way, we have work to 
do. God’s call to do justice for me rings loud when the 
sacred worth of whole groups is uncertain or threat-
ened, be it in the cry for the sacred worth of Black lives 
or that of people struggling to find affordable and safe 
housing.

   Of course, these texts are only the beginning of dis-
cernment on doing the work of justice. The Gospels and 
the rest of the New Testament offer plenty for reflec-
tion and action, as do so many other Old Testament 
texts. God’s call to do justice resounds throughout the 
witness of Scripture. At Trinity we take this respon-
sibility seriously and offer discipleship opportunities 
throughout the year that help us discern and articulate 
the ways we are called to do justice. One of those op-
portunities is coming this month with the Lay Academy 
term beginning January 12. You may be new to con-
sidering God’s call for justice in the Bible, or this may 
be a significant part of your faith already. Either way, I 
invite you to join me as we answer the call together as 
a community.

Your Lay Academy planning team is excited to present a special course this upcoming winter term in 
concert with the Trinity Capital Area Justice Ministry (CAJM) team. Beginning on January 12, 2022, we 
will host a series of speakers to share how they hear God’s call to do justice in Scripture.  

   CAJM includes 22 worshipping congregations with distinct approaches to justice grounded in their reading 
of Scripture. This class is an introduction to some of these congregations. The six weekly meetings will take 
place in two parts. Our first four weeks will be led by faith leaders sharing and teaching from their respective 
traditions. We have commitments from leaders in three other CAJM congregations to share with us. These 
include Writer and Educator Julianne Clayton from Faith Presbyterian, Minister Marco Waters from Bible Based 
Church, and Educator Stefanie Posner from Temple Israel. We also welcome Rev. Dr. Bob Gibbs to open the 
series with a word from the United Methodist tradition. The final two weeks of class will include updates from 
both CAJM research teams specifically focused on gun violence/criminal justice and affordable housing. 

   Lay Academy will also feature recurring classes, Parenting Village and BFO (Becoming Fit Outdoors), and 
will welcome a return of the Men’s Group with in-person meetings. Hybrid class options with in-person and 
Zoom attendance will be available for Scripture and Justice and Parenting Village. Register here to attend!

Lay Academy Winter Term Is Bringing a 
Focus on Scripture, Justice, and Community
by Dr. Nick Quinton, Director of Discipleship and Adult Ministries

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0e45a4af2da0fe3-layacademy2


														              Community   

Trinity received the following gifts from 
November 11 to December 10:

In memory of Kitty Ball from Duncan and Mary 
Ann Moore.

In memory of Betty Ashley from Bill Ashley.

In memory of Laurie Ashley from Bill Ashley.

Preschoolers’ Resolutions for 
the New Year
by Stacey Duggar, Preschool Director 

Merriam-Webster defines “new year’s resolution” 
as a promise to do something differently in 
the new year. We thought it would be fun to 
ask the preschoolers what they would like to do 

differently (or at least more of!) in 2022. What are your 
resolutions?

Harleigh, age 3	 I want to play with my sister more.
Isaac, age 3		  I want to meet Elsa!
Bayleigh, age 3	 I want to learn gymnastics.
Betsy, age 3		  I want to go to a new park with Mommy.
Audrey, age 4		 I want to play horsey with Daddy more!
Finn Y, age 4		  I want to learn about how electricity works.
Brooks, age 4		 I want to see real T-Rex bones.
Dalton, age 5		 I want to learn about cooking because I want to be a chef when I grow up!
Avalee, age 3		 I want to go to yoga.
Oliver, age 3		  I want to go to Costco and get ice cream.
Kensley, age 3	 I want Daddy to buy a castle! 
Charlie, age 3		 I want to do Legoland stuff.

Please note the following dates for enrollment in the preschool program:
February 1-4, 2022	  Currently enrolled students apply
February 7, 2022	 Church member enrollment day
February 8, 2022	 Open enrollment begins

If you would like information on the preschool, or would like to schedule a 
tour, please give me a call at 850-224-8992 ext. 3 or email at sduggar@tumct.org.

Enrollment Dates for the 2022-2023 School Year
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Trinity’s Creation Care Ministry
By Mary Ann Moore, Creation Care Team Member

From working in the gardens of Divine Dirt, planting and harvesting the produce, our Creation Care team 
has been hard at work. Volunteers from many faith communities, along with an energetic AmeriCorps team, 
work in the iGrow garden each Monday morning. Bountiful gatherings of collard greens, mustard greens, 
peppers, and broccoli leaves are distributed throughout the Frenchtown community. 

   Tallahassee’s Green Faith Alliance, of which Trinity is a member, encourages all faith communities to work 
together to provide fresh produce to underserved areas of town. This is a generous giving of hearts and hands, 
building camaraderie with local residents as well as  among different faith traditions. 

   Trinity’s faithful workers are Gloria Colvin, Fain Folsom, Linda Rogers, Mary Ann Moore, Rita King, Diane Jacobs, 
Traya Holladay, and others. Won’t you please join us? 

   In late October, 2021, 20 members of Trinity’s Creation Care group, under the leadership of Arnie 
Rogers, journeyed to the Joe Budd Wildlife Management Area for a hot dog roast over an open fire. Following the 
picnic supper, we heard an informative presentation by Sandy Beck, St. Francis Wildlife Association’s education 
director, on “Owls of Our Area.” The program centered on nocturnal sights and sounds with an emphasis on owls 
as they are known as the “Kings of the Night.” She captivated us by describing the habitats and habits of the 
screech, barn, and barred owls, bringing each specimen gingerly from their cages to show. We were spellbound 
seeing these magnificent creatures. Topping the evening off, we took a guided moonlight hike through the woods 
and learned about other species native to the area. Listen for our next Creation Care recreational outing.



 													                             Community            

Happy New Year from Trinity UMW! In 2022, we 
hope to return to pre-pandemic activities. As 
previously announced, our first event will be a 
reception in March for UMW members and Trin-

ity women at the Lake Talquin home of Pastor Wayne 
and Ramona. Transportation will be provided from the 
church so that everyone may easily make the trip. 
We’re eagerly anticipating this event.
    The UMW mission is focused on projects supporting 
women, children, and youth. In addition to UMW global 
missions, the Trinity UMW budget supports these local 
missions: Second Harvest of the Big Bend, The Wesley 
Foundation, Neighborhood Health Services, and Capital 
Area Justice Ministry.
   This month Dorcas Foster Circle is highlighted. At 
each meeting a circle member chooses and leads a 
discussion on an article from Response, the official 
magazine of United Methodist Women. The magazine 

helps members stay informed about the work of the 
organization. The articles typically cover topics such as 
stories about people and projects supported by mission 
giving, Bible studies, spiritual growth, and information 
on issues affecting women, children, and youth. At each 
circle meeting, circle members contribute to a sunshine 
kitty, whose funds are then donated to the Florida 
United Methodist Children’s Home and Warren Willis 
Camp scholarships. The circle, which normally meets 
in the church library following the unit meeting, is now 
keeping in touch by telephone. For more information, 
contact President Nancy Kerce (877-6546).
   The next meeting of the UMW Executive Board will 
be January 4th in the church library at 10 a.m. All UMW 
members are welcome. For information or questions, 
please contact TUMW President Becky Lachance (443-
0555) or email rebecca.lachance@hotmail.com.

Trinity United Methodist Women News
by Nancy Bedford, UMW Communications Officer

Footsteps of Paul Cruise
May/June 2023 
Cost: Approximately $5,198 (Per Person/Double 
Occupancy)
Exact Dates and Costs to Be Determined for 2023 

   This cruise will feature 11 nights aboard ship, with 
guided excursions at these ports:
	 Taormina, Italy
	 Istanbul, Turkey – 2 days
	 Kudadasi/Ephesus, Turkey
	 Piraeus/Athens & Corinth, Greece
	 Naples/Pompeii, Italy

Explore these ports on your own:
	 Santorini, Greece
	 Mykonos, Greece

Optional extensions: 
	 Rome pre-tour
	 Castel Candolfo/Rome overnight post tour

More information about the cruise company here: 
www.EO.travel/biblicalcruises

If you’re interested in joining a group from Trinity UMC 
aboard this cruise, please contact Pastor Wayne at 
waynewiatt@tumct.org to be placed on the interest list.

Tidings 5
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Looking to Exercise in 2022? BFC 
(Becoming Fit at Church) Series 
Exercise Ministry Has You Covered!
by Beth Curry, BFC Instructor

For thirteen years in a row, even during the pandemic, the BFC (Becoming Fit at Church) Series Exercise 
Ministry has offered a variety of exercise classes at Trinity.  The program will continue in 2022! Plans were 
to resume in person on Jan 11, 2022 along with continuing our popular Zoom option, but with the Omicron 
variant widely spreading, the return to in-person classes is on hold again.  Please join us via Zoom for now! 

BFO (Becoming Fit Outdoors)  will continue to meet at Cascades Park on Thursday nights for weekly outdoor 
walking/hiking beginning Thursday, January 6, 2022. 

There is something for everyone! Great BFC Zoom exercise classes and BFO outdoor walking! For more informa-
tion or to register for either BFC or BFO please email BFCSeries@yahoo.com. If you are waiting for in-person BFC 
exercise to resume please email to be added to the update list. 

2022 BFC Classes and BFO schedule

Monday – Flexibility for a Better you – 11:15 a.m.
Tuesday – Staying Strong – 9:45 a.m.
Tuesday – Variety Mix – 11:00 a.m.
Thursday – Variety Mix – 11:00 a.m.

Thursday – Flexibility for a Better You – 12:15 pm.
Thursday – Staying Strong – 1:30 p.m.

Thursday – BFO walking/hiking – 6:15 & 6:30 p.m. start times. Meets at Cascades Park 

Staying Strong—gentle, basic class for beginners or those easing back into exercise. Includes warm-up, 
upper and lower body, core, balance, and flexibility exercises in a seated or standing format.  

Variety Mix—fun, fast-paced class, using a variety of equipment. Includes an aerobic warm-up, full 
upper and lower body resistance training, core training, balance, and flexibility exercises. Intermediate to 

advanced level class including floor exercise. 
Flexibility for a Better You—full hour of relaxation and flexibility exercise. Includes warmup using a 

foam roller or rolling pin, then moves from head to toe with a series of relaxing stretches. Entire class is 
performed on the mat/floor. 

BFO – Becoming Fit Outdoors Hiking/Walking—an hour walk around Cascades Park. Hike or walk 
with a partner or small group at the same pace. Bring kids, family, friends, and pets (on leashes). (Please 

register through Lay Academy.)

Our wonderful team of credentialed BFC Exercise Instructors volunteer their health and fitness expertise to 
offer these opportunities for exercise at Trinity. To learn more, please contact Instructors Amy Leach, Ruth 
Ann High, Jaqui Griffith, or Beth Curry; or email BFCSeries@yahoo.com for registration forms and for the 
Zoom links. Suggested donation is $3 for each BFC class, which goes to community service, and $10 for 
registration for BFO each 5-6 week session, which goes toward program costs. Feel free to drop into any 

class or walk at any time. Come get fit in 2022 with BFC and BFO!

mailto:BFCSeries%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:BFCSeries%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Church Officers for 2022
Leadership Council

Church Treasurer Robert McDonald

Business Administrator Laurie Atteberry

     Lay Members to 
Annual Conference

Jonathan Leach

Jayne Mittan

Dan Drake

Lay Leaders Jonathan Leach  

Marti Chumbler

Legacy Cynthia Smith

Recording Secretary Rhonda Work

Membership Secretary Dawn Adams

Interpreter of 
Connectional Giving

Robert McDonald

Children's Home 
Representative Dan Drake

President, United 
Methodist Women

Rebecca Lachance

Chair: Susan Koehler

2023
Andy Harrison Ruth Ann High

Rodney MacKinnon Brewser Brown

Steve Kleuver Cindy McDuffie

Susan Koehler

Committee on Staff Parish Relations
2024

Pam Epting

Holly Hunt

Eric Hand

2022

Chair: Benson Green    
                             ex officio: Treasurer

2023 2024

Palmer Williams Danny Blanco Benson Green
Stephen Shiver Brent Chumbler Bill Gunter

Lee Nichols Emily Waugh Jim Campbell
John Thomas John Harris

Committee on Finance

2022

Church History Committee
Committee 
Members:

Lynn McLarty Mary Margaret Rogers

Dot Binger Pam Crosby

Chair: Rhonda Work Vice Chair: Linda Yates

Annual Conference 
Alternates
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Board of Trustees
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Chair: Lawton Langford ex officio: Treasurer

2022
Russell Large Susan Thomas Judy Green

Heath Annin Mike Watters Laura Rogers

Lawton Langford                  Daniel Wagnon

2023 2024

Wayne Wiatt Brantley Henderson Leitta Williamson (CCT)
Lawton Langford Judy Green

Nan Hillis Seth Clark (CCT)

Investment Subcommittee

200th Anniversary Capital Campaign 
Chair: John Harris

Trustees Liason: Chip Huggins

Susan Thomas Paula Smith Chris Kraft
Edna Bennet Sam Rogers Beth Langford
Russ Morcom Benson Green Bill Gunter
Richard Wise Lawton Langford Wayne Wiatt

Committee on Nominations & Leadership

2022
Russell Large Cindy Donelan Jonathan Leach
Cynthia Smith Wallace Henderson Kristin Harrison

Lisa Prasse Candace Duclos	
 	

Chair: Wayne Wiatt	
Vice Chair: Kathy Drake 

2023 2024

Preschool Advisory
Chair: Jennifer Kekelis

Courtney Roberts Melissa Scalzi Jessica Field
Braze Brickwedel Jennifer Kekelis Kelly Smith

Elizabeth Ray Jesse Hinojosa Rodney MacKinnon
Cherie Kleuver Brittany Yazdanpanah



2024

Investment Subcommittee

2024
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Children’s Ministry
Chair: Elaine Freni Vice Chair: Sherri Wise

Youth Council
Chair: Gay Annin Vice Chair: Joanna Ward

College Age/ Young Adult Ministry
Chair: Jacob Clark

30-40’s Ministry
Chair: Brian Durham

Adult Ministry
Chair: Marti Chumbler Vice Chair: Nicole Blanco

Lay Academy Planning
Chair: Gloria Colvin Vice Chair: Barbara Hynes

Worship
Chair: Joyce Toman Vice Chair: Sally Huggins

World Missions
Chair: Jayne Mittan Vice Chair: Jaqui Griffith

Spiritual Outreach
Chair: Diane and Steve Jacobs

Marriage Ministry
Chair: TBD

Music Committee
Chair: Warren May

Choir President: Jennifer Hopgood
2022 2023 2024

Jennifer Hopgood Warren May Kathy Drake

David Wiley Carol Marchant Pat Gilleland

Meg Hilaman Ann Jenkins Karalee Poschman

Ministry Area Leadership
Health and Wellness
Chair: Jaqui Griffith Vice Chair: Amy Leach

HEO Executive Committee
Chair: Nancy Kerce

Red Carpet Team/Photo Directory
Chairs: Mike Kasper, Phyllis Dorcz

Communications/ Social Media
Chair: Elizabeth Ray

Altar Guild
Chairs: Mary Ann Moore, Dot Hayward, Cynthia Smith

Communion Stewards
Chair: Nita Brown

Ushers
Chair: Bill Hilaman

Membership
Chair: Lynn McLarty Vice Chairs: Dan Drake, Mary 
Margaret Rogers

Creation Care
Chairs: Arnie Rogers, Linda Rogers

Stewardship Committee
Chair: John Harris Members: TBA

Local Missions
Chair: Dennis Smith

2022

Marti Chumbler Samiri Hernandez Lora Chapman

Leah Wiley Betty Crowe Dot Hayward

2023
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Start the new year with setting aside time to read. The Trinity libraries have many inspi-
rational, thought-provoking, and informative books to choose from. To find a book on a 
certain subject or a particular title, search the online catalog at https://tumct.booksys.
net/opac/tumct/index.html#menuHome?mode=mobile. Here are some of the newest 

additions to the collection.  

Spiritual Ecology: The Cry of the Earth edited by Llewellyn Vaughan Lee 
Wholehearted Faith by Rachel Held Evans and Jeff Chu
No Cure for Being Human (And Other Truths I Need to Hear) by Kate Bowler
White Too Long: The Legacy of White Supremacy in American Christianity by Robert P. Jones
How to Fight Racism: Courageous Christians and the Journey Toward Racial Justice by Jemar Tisby  
The Color of Compromise: The Truth About the American Church’s Complicity in Racism by Jemar Tisby  
Blessed: A History of the American Prosperity Gospel by Kate Bowler  
The End of Nature by Bill McKibben  
The Difficult Words of Jesus by Amy-Jill Levine 

New Arrivals to the Trinity Library
by Gloria Colvin, Church Librarian

A Note From Lisa
by Lisa Prasse, Youth Director

As we kick off another New Year down here in 
the Underground, I first want to thank ev-
eryone who helped us during the month of 
December. December was a very busy month 

for our youth including fundraisers and several Christ-
mas events. Our youth have worked hard to raise over 
$4,700 toward mission trips this summer and are off to 
a great start! The youth and I would like to personally 
thank everyone who helped out during these events 
and for everyone who came out to support us. Whether 
you bought a tree or a wreath, a steaming hot bowl of 
chili at our Chili Dinner during the Festival of Lights, or 
you were here during one of our many Sunday morn-
ing or Sunday evening activities, we are grateful. We 
literally couldn’t have done it without you! So THANK 
YOU!

Upcoming Events: 
Sunday, January 9: Youth Band, Youth Choir and 
UMYF resume! 
Wednesday, January 12: Bible Study resumes 
Monday, January 17: Meals on Wheels (MLK Holi-
day-No School) 
January 27-30: Rock the Universe
Check out the Youth website for more information

Acolytes at the Hanging of the Greens Service, Dec. 5

Chili Fundraiser Tent Making Advent Wreaths in Sunday School

https://tumct.booksys.net/opac/tumct/index.html#menuHome?mode=mobile
https://tumct.booksys.net/opac/tumct/index.html#menuHome?mode=mobile
https://www.tumct.org/connect/community/youth/
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Covenant Renewal Service 
January 2, 2022
by Rev. Dr. Wayne Wiatt, Lead 
Pastor

On Monday, August 11, 1755, 
John Wesley introduced 
what was probably the 
first real celebration of the 

Covenant Service in the Methodist 
movement. Wesley found the service 
rich and meaningful, as expressed 
in his journal: “Many mourned be-
fore God, and many were comforted” 
(April 1756); “It was, as usual, a 
time of remarkable blessing” (Octo-
ber 1765). “It was an occasion for a 
variety of spiritual experiences .... 
I do not know that ever we had a 
greater blessing. Afterwards many 
desired to return thanks, either for 
a sense of pardon, for full salvation, 
or for a fresh manifestation of His 
graces, healing all their backslidings” 
(January 1, 1775).

   In London these services were usually held on New Year’s Day. Around the country the Covenant Service was 
conducted whenever John Wesley visited the Methodist societies.

   After the time of Wesley, several versions of the Covenant Service were developed, gradually giving Wesley’s 
material less place in the total service. The present service follows our Basic Pattern of Worship, enables the 
congregation to participate more fully, and updates language. Most significantly, the liturgy, beginning with the 
Invitation, is taken directly from Wesley’s service of 1780.

   The heart of the service, focused in the Covenant Prayer, requires persons to commit themselves to God. I can 
remember as a child our family gathering on New Year’s Eve, usually with a delicious “shrimp boil,” a tradition 
carried from my father’s family in Mobile, Alabama. After dinner, my mother would gather us in the living room, 
and we would go around the family circle sharing a wish or hope for the coming year. 

  The Covenant Service is most commonly held on New Year’s Eve or Day and therefore is sometimes called a 
Watch Night Service. We’ll be using part of the Covenant Service in Worship in preparation for Holy Communions 
on Sunday, January 2, at all three morning worship services. 

  In preparation for the new year, what is your hope or prayer for your family, our community, and the world in 
the coming year? Let me invite you to prepare for worship this Sunday with an intentional focus on what you 
might leave behind from last year and possibly take on in the new year. 

   Here is Wesley’s Covenant Prayer that will be included in our service on January 2. 

Lord, make me what you will. I put myself fully into your hands: put me to doing, put me to suffering, let 
me be employed for you or laid aside for you, let me be full, let me be empty, let me have all things, let 
me have nothing. I freely and with a willing heart give it all to your pleasure and disposal. O God, I seek 
to make this covenant with you today without regret or reservation. You have now become my Covenant 
Friend. And I through your infinite grace, have become your covenant servant. Let this covenant that I 
have made on earth be ratified in heaven. Amen. 
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Worship Services

Early Service: 8:30 a.m. in the sanctuary
SUN Service (contemporary worship): 9:45 a.m. in Moor Hall

Traditional Service: 11 a.m. in the sanctuary

SUN Service and 11 a.m. Service are live streamed 
Please visit www.tumct.org for viewing links

Pastoral Staff

Rev. Dr. Wayne D. Wiatt, Lead Pastor
Rev. Neal Avirett, Associate Pastor
Dr. Nick Quinton, Director of Discipleship and Adult Ministries
Rev. Wayne Curry, Minister of Pastoral Care

Ministry Staff

Dawn Adams, Congregational Administrator
Laurie Atteberry, Business Administrator
Ben Armstead, Sexton
Viktor Billa, Organist
Lisa Boyd, Programs Assistant
Allison Corrigan, Director of Children’s Ministries
Gabriela Denton, Communications Coordinator
Stacey Duggar, Preschool Director
Melanie Gonzalez, Office Administrator

Brett Ingram, Facility Director
Mike Kasper, Live Stream Coordinator
Patti Groh, Sexton
Amy Leach, Programs Assistant
Charlotte Mathews, Sexton
Hannah Prasse, Contemporary Worship Leader
Lisa Prasse, Youth Director
Chris Titko, Director of Music

Let’s stay in touch!
•	 Sign up for our News & Notes weekly email newsletter on our website www.tumct.org 
•	 Like us on Facebook @TrinityUMCTallahassee 
•	 Follow us on Instagram @umctrinity 
•	 Listen on Spotify Trinity United Methodist Church Tallahassee
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